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This article is about the script. For the language, see Ge'ez.

"Hahu" redirects here. For the airport with the ICAO code "HAHU", see Humera

Airport.
Ge'ez
Type Abugida
Languages | Ethiopian Semitic languages (e.g. Ge'ez, Amharic, Tigrinya, Tigre,
Harari, etc.), but also Bilen, Me’en, as one of two scripts in Anuak,
and unofficially in some contexts of other languages of Ethiopia and
Eritrea
Time period | ¢. AD 100 to present
Parent | Egyptian hieroglyphsl!!
systems
o| Proto-Sinaitic script
o| Ancient South Arabian script/2[2]
ol Ge'ez
Child Ambharic alphabet, Tigrinya various other alphabets of Ethiopia and
systems | Eritrea
Direction | Left-to-right
ISO 15924 |Ethi, 430
Unicode | Ethiopic
alias
Unicode o U+1200-U+137F Ethiopic
fange . y+1380-U+139F Ethiopic Supplement
of U+2D80-U+2DDF Ethiopic Extended
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U+AB0OO-U+AB2F Ethiopic Extended-A

This article contains |PA phonetic symbols. Without proper rendering_support,
you may see question marks, boxes, or other symbols instead of Unicode

characters. For an introductory guide on IPA symbols, see Help:IPA.

Ge'ez (Ge'ez: 70H, Go'az), also known as Ethiopic, is a script used as an abugida

(alphasyllabary) for several languages of Eritrea and Ethiopia. It originated as an

abjad (consonant-only alphabet) and was first used to write Ge'ez, now the liturgical
language of the Eritrean Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the Ethiopian Orthodox

Tewahedo Church, and Beta Israel, the Jewish community in Ethiopia. In Amharic and

Tigrinya, the script is often called fidél (& 8.4\), meaning "script" or "alphabet".

The Ge'ez script has been adapted to write other languages, mostly Semitic,
particularly Amharic in Ethiopia, and Tigrinya in both Eritrea and Ethiopia. It is also
used for Sebat Bet, Me’en, and most other languages of Ethiopia. In Eritrea it is used

for Tigre and it has traditionally been used for Bilen, a Cushitic language. Tigre,
spoken in western and northern Eritrea, is considered to resemble Ge‘ez more than
do the other derivative languages.¢ifation needed| Qther Cushitic peoples in the Horn of
Africa, such as Oromos, Somalis and Afars, used Latin-based orthographies.

For the representation of sounds, this article uses a system that is common (though
not universal) among linguists who work on Ethiopian Semitic languages. This differs

somewhat from the conventions of the International Phonetic Alphabet. See the

articles on the individual languages for information on the pronunciation.

History and origins[edit]

A W ANE N g @ AT A
% 0017 3 AN a3

AONTHER A DA T
PRANNAF @ A fe IR

The earliest inscriptions of Semitic languages in Eritrea and Ethiopia date to the 9th
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century BCE in Ancient South Arabian script, which is known as Epigraphic South

Arabian (ESA), an abjad shared with contemporary kingdoms in South Arabia.

After the 7th and 6th centuries BCE, variants of the script arose, evolving in the
direction of the later Ge‘ez abugida or alphasyllabary. This evolution can be seen most
clearly in evidence from inscriptions (mainly graffiti on rocks and caves) in the Tigray

Region in northern Ethiopia and the former province of Akele Guzai in Eritrea.l4!

By the first centuries CE,[clarification needed] yhat is called "Old Ethiopic" or the "Old
Ge'ez alphabet" arose, an abjad written left-to-right (as opposed to boustrophedon like
ESA) with letters basically identical to the first-order forms of the modern vocalized
alphabet (e.g. "k" in the form of "k&"). There were also minor differences, such as the
letter "g" facing to the right instead of to the left as in vocalized Ge‘ez, and a shorter
left leg of "I', as in ESA, instead of equally-long legs in vocalized Ge‘ez (somewhat

resembling the Greek letter lambda).!2! Vocalization of Ge‘ez occurred in the 4th
century, and though the first completely vocalized texts known are inscriptions by
Ezana, vocalized letters predate him by some years, as an individual vocalized letter

exists in a coin of his predecessor, Wazeba of Axum.[¢llZ] Linguist Roger Schneider

has also pointed out in an unpublished early 1990s paper anomalies in the known
inscriptions of Ezana of Axum that imply that he was consciously employing an

archaic style during his reign, indicating that vocalization could have occurred much
earlier. [8][better source needed]

As a result, somel297 pelieve that the vocalization may have been adopted to
preserve the pronunciation of Ge‘ez texts due to the already moribund or extinct
status of Ge‘ez, and that, by that time, the common language of the people were
already later Ethiopian Semitic languages. At least one of Wazeba's coins from the

late 3rd or early 4th century contains a vocalized letter, some 30 or so years before

Ezana.l2! Kobishchanov, Peter T. Daniels, and others have suggested possible

influence from the Brahmic scripts in vocalization, as they are also abugidas, and the

Kingdom of Aksum was an important part of major trade routes involving India and the

Greco-Roman world throughout classical antiquity.[10111]

1_ T e w

AT BEEE & Lamn i

Ge‘ez script used to advertise injera (h12.4-) to the Ethiopian diaspora in the USA.

According to the beliefs of the Eritrean Orthodox Tewahedo Church and Ethiopian

Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the original consonantal form of the Ge‘ez fidél was

divinely revealed to Enos "as an instrument for codifying the laws", and the present
system of vocalisation is attributed to a team of Aksumite scholars led by Frumentius
(Abba Selama), the same missionary said to have converted King Ezana to

Christianity in the 4th century.[12] It has been argued that the vowel marking pattern of
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the script reflects a South Asian system such as would have been known by

Frumentius.!'3] A separate tradition, recorded by Aleqa Taye, holds that the Ge‘ez
consonantal alphabet was first adapted by Zegdur, a legendary king of the Ag‘azyan

Sabaean dynasty held to have ruled in Ethiopia ¢. 1300 BCE.!14]

Ge‘ez has 26 consonantal letters. Compared to the inventory of 29 consonants in the
South Arabian alphabet, continuants are missing of g, z, and South Arabian s2 X

(Ge‘ez Sawt W being derived from South Arabian s 3), as well as z and £, these last
two absences reflecting the collapse of the interdental with the alveolar fricatives. On

the other hand, emphatic Pait &, a Ge‘ez innovation, is a modification of Sddai @,
while Pesa T is based on Tawe .

wl EERHGGG
A g
e N £V S

f 0 TP FRATRS A

Sign in Amharic using the Ge‘ez script at the Ethiopian millennium celebration

Thus, there are 24 correspondences of Ge‘ez and the South Arabian alphabet:

Translit. hillh|m|gsAas?)|r|s@As)|k|b|t|h|n
Ge‘ez U[A|ch|oo|w LN SN e A
South Arabian [T |1 [ [ |3 ) [ h e [MX|%]h
Translit. | k|lw| |z(SAd)|y|d|g| t|s|d]|Tf
Ge‘ez hln|{o|0(H R1&(7|m|A]|0|a&
South Arabian |fi | | @ [° | H Pid(T({0 |&|B|O

Many of the letter names are cognate with those of Phoenician, and may thus be
assumed for the Proto-Sinaitic script.

Ge‘ez alphabets[edit]

Two alphabets were used to write the Ge'ez language, an abjad and later an abugida.
Ge‘ez abjad[edit]

The abjad, used until c. 330 AD, had 26 consonantal letters:

h l,h,m, s s kb thn  kw,zydgtpssfp
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Translit. |h |/ |h |m|S |r|s|k |bl|t |h]|n

Geez |U|A|h|oofw|lia|P|N|t+|H|1]|h

Translit. [k (w | |z |y|d|g|t |p|s|§|f |p

Geez (N[O |0|H[R|S[7?7|Mm|&|A|0|&|T

Vowels were not indicated.
Ge'ez abugida[edit]

A5 7:NRa® QY. Y O F,
A& ASZOACEAPA:ON
Ne:@2LA:NL IO av:
OALAVENNN: O X E:©@
Nav:@OAR:CNP oAk
OCAFiGho:®ALELE
AANY:HF: 1@ N,
el PN e P OPn: @
AR:CNPATVECR . OFF
PN OAY L ONTP:OD N
2iNF2011C:ANN- NN
HE#:17420 LIL He: N NN
YOPNALEOR®V: O Rgw
2ANIYAPTOING: AN,
U IA N av P D2
oLNA:NAVEAYOEN: A
Nav: A% AR AP,
AT:NN:394 89NN go
34 AT @D ENAN: Ty
A APAS:N N NATT A

Modern Ge'ez is written from left to right.

The Ge'ez abugida developed under the influence of Christian scripture by adding
obligatory vocalic diacritics to the consonantal letters. The diacritics for the vowels, u,
i, a, e, 8, 0, were fused with the consonants in a recognizable but slightly irregular
way, so that the system is laid out as a syllabary. The original form of the consonant
was used when the vowel was & (/a/), the so-called inherent vowel. The resulting
forms are shown below in their traditional order. For some vowels, there is an eighth
form for the diphthong -wa or -oa; and for some of those, a ninth for -y4.

To represent a consonant with no following vowel, for example at the end of a syllable
or in a consonant cluster, the o (/i/) form is used (the letter in the sixth column).

a u|i|lale|o|o0o|wa|ya
[e] or [a] [i] IE]
Hoy | h|U v (72 |7 |% (V|
Lawe | 1A AN & A,
Hawt | h | ch | |h|d|h|h

Ssur 18 16/03/2020 a 18:54



Ge‘ez script - Wikipedia about:reader?url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ge%CA%BD...

May | m| ao go-| 09 (09|09 | g0 | qo| 09 | &y,
Séwt | §|w w- | U WU WY
Ras | r|L Lo |66 |C|C|T|T
Sat | s|N (|0 |0 [0]Aa
Kaf | k| R | |P|R|(P|P|®
Bet | b|N MM injn{npngmn
Tawe | t|+ I I o e I o e O
Harm | b | g e R s T e S I B B e
Néhas | n| Y L O R I S B I
Alf | T h b | |A | |h|b|hA
Kaf | k|h | |nh|{h|h|h|n
Wéwe | w| @ o | P |P|IR || P
Ayn | |0 0% |G |G |0 (P
Zdy | z|H H [H |H|H [H]|H]|H
Yaman| y | 8 (%S| |T
Dént | d| 8. S 2 [2]|% S |2|4
Gaml | g|? A A I R O A v A
Jayt | tim M| m| M| m| T M M,
Péyt | p| & Slalsa|s &84
Sdaay | s| A R I R I T I S I I R -
Sadppa | 5|6 12 |92 |6|°

Af f|éb 5 | b | & |6 | & | & ()
Psa |p|T T |T TIY|7

Labiovelar variants[edit]

The letters for the labialized velar consonants are variants of the non-labialized velar
consonants:

Consonant k|h |k |g
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Labialized variant | k" | h"| k" | g*

R |7

Unlike the other consonants, these labiovelar ones can only be combined with five
different vowels:

a|ilale| o
k"R [P |k |B P
(o2l e e O B I S B
k| e (N | D (0| 0=
g\ |\ ™ |32\ T

Adaptations to other languages[edit]

The Ge'ez abugida has been adapted to several modern languages of Eritrea and
Ethiopia, frequently requiring additional letters.

Additional letters[edit]

Some letters were modified to create additional consonants for use in languages other
than Ge'ez. This is typically done by adding a horizontal line at the top of a similar-
sounding consonant. The pattern is most commonly used to mark a palatalized
version of the original consonant.

Consonant b t d t

n |+ [ |m

Affricated variant | v[v] | ¢[t]]| §[d3] | ¢ [i]]

ol
T
Wl
3

Consonant k k

Affricated variant | k"[q] X [X]

Labialized variant kM [g"] X" [x"]
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Consonant s n z
N H
Palatalized variant | S[f] | A [n] | Z [3]
n |7 |H
Consonant (g |g”
7|7
Nasal variant | [n] | [n"]
7|7

about:reader?url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ge%CA%BD...

The vocalised forms are shown below. Like the other labiovelars, these labiovelars

can only be combined with five vowels.

d|lufli|lale|o|o|wa
§ |0 |a|n|d i
k" | || |P|R|P &

Khw | & BB |B|P

v 0| |o|a|n(a (0o
¢ |F T(F|E|F|F
01| 7 Va Z |7
d|lu|i|a|le|o@|o]|wa
AlT [F|L|IF T O|F g
x |Th n|ih | |h (D
x* | T T || D | T
ZIH | W |(H|H|H |H|H |
g% |% |4 |8 |% (%% |%
M7 |7 |7 |3 |2 |9 |7 |2
¢ | 60: | 6B | 6BL | °PL | erve | 6FP | £V | 6E),

Letters used in modern alphabets[edit]
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The Amharic alphabet uses all the basic consonants plus the ones indicated below.

Some of the Ge'ez labiovelar variants are also used.

Tigrinya has all the basic consonants, the Ge‘ez labiovelar letter variants, except for h*
(“t=), plus the ones indicated below. A few of the basic consonants are falling into
disuse in Eritrea. See Tigrinya language#Writing_system for details.

Tigre uses the basic consonants except for § (W), h (1) and d (0). It also uses the
ones indicated below. It does not use the Ge'ez labiovelar letter variants.

Bilen uses the basic consonants except for § (W), h (1) and d (). It also uses the
ones indicated below and the Ge'ez labiovelar letter variants.

S|k"|k"™|v|é|n|A|x| x| Z|g|n| ¢
NP|B|0|F|7|T|NM|Te|H|[Z|7| @
Amharic alphabet | v vVIvY v v [V |V v

S
<
«
<
«
<
B
S
<
«
<

Tigrinya alphabet

Tigre alphabet | v v v v

Bilen alphabet |V |V VIV Y |V v [V Y| Y|V

Note: "V" is used for words of foreign origin except for in some Gurage languages,
e.g. cravat 'tie' from Erench. "X" is pronounced as "h" in Amharic.

List order[edit]

For Ge'ez, Amharic, Tigrinya and Tigre, the usual sort order is called haldhama (h—
I-h—m). Where the labiovelar variants are used, these come immediately after the
basic consonant and are followed by other variants. In Tigrinya, for example, the
letters based on h come in this order: N, e, T, Tie. In Bilen, the sorting order is
slightly different.

The alphabetical order is similar to that found in other South Semitic scripts, as well as
in the ancient Ugaritic alphabet, which attests both the southern Semitic h-I-h-m order
and the northern Semitic '-b—g—d (abugida) order over three thousand years ago.

Other usage[edit]

Ge'ez is a sacred script in the Rastafari movement. Roots reggae musicians have

used it in album art.

The films 500 Years Later (&2-Qoo4+ (14,A) and Motherland (hG+ U7C) are two
mainstream Western documentaries to use Ge'‘ez characters in the titles. The script

also appears in the trailer and promotional material of the films.
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o| Bengali

Numerals[edit]

about:reader?url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ge%CA%BD...

Numeral systems

0123456789
(ITYE0TTVAQ
FIEHEIVVVIEVIVITIX X
0508¢@YabD

0 LM B@MOYTT
0OLNEEDNGH
O—Z—=maAtN\A

Hindu—Arabic numeral system

o/ Western Arabic

o] Eastern Arabic

¢| Devanagari
of Gurmukhi
o Sinhala

o Tamil

| Balinese
o Burmese
¢| Dzongkha
o Gujarati

o| Javanese
o| Khmer

o Lao

¢| Mongolian

of Thai

East Asian

¢/ Chinese
o] Suzhou

o] Hokkien

o Japanese
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Korean
Vietnamese
Tangut

Counting rods

Alphabetic

Abjad
Armenian
Aryabhata

Cyrillic

Former

Aegean
Attic
Babylonian
Brahmi
Chuvash
Egyptian
Etruscan
Glagolitic
Inuit
Kharosthi
Mayan

Muisca

Quipu

about:reader?url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ge%CA%BD...
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Prehistoric

Positional systems by base

Py Py 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y
- 100 (o)) [&)] I~ 10 IN
o

ry
-
N

[}
=

[}
S

'y
|CD
o

Non-standard positional numeral systems

« Bijective numeration (1)

4 Signed-digit representation (Balanced ternary)

o« mixed (factorial)

4 negative

4 Complex-base system (2i)

« Non-integer representation ()

o« Asymmetric numeral systems

List of numeral systems

qv
qt

L=

Ge'ez uses an additional alphabetic numeral system comparable to the Hebrew,

Arabic abjad and Greek numerals. It differs from these systems, however, in that it
lacks individual characters for the multiples of 100. For example, 475 is written 0°GZ,

that is "4-100-75", and 83,692 is €278 "8-10,000-36-100-92". Numbers are over-
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and underlined with a vinculum; in proper typesetting these combine to make a single
bar, but some less sophisticated fonts cannot render this and show separate bars
above and below each character.

1(2(3(4(5(6(7|8|9
x 1 & | |C|0|&|2|2|T|b
x10 |1 AU |w |7 |E|C|T|3
x100 (¢
x 10,000 | 2

Ethiopian numerals were borrowed from the Greek numerals, possibly via Coptic

uncial letters.[1°]

112(3(4|5|/6|7|8(9(10|/20(30(40|50(60|70|80(90/|100

Ethiopic |2 |&|C(0|&(2(2Z(Z|B (1|3 |0 |® |7 |Z(C|T 3| ¢
Greek (A|(B|F|A|E|[C|Z|H|O©I [K|A|M|[N [Z]|O |1 |Q [P
Coptic [A[B|T|[A[€E|S|Z|H|©|I [K |A |M|N |3 (O |1 |9 P

Punctuation[edit]
Punctuation, much of it modern, includes

--- section mark

: word separator

:: full stop (period)

Icomma

i colon

2 semicolon

= preface colon. Uses:[1€]
In transcribed interviews, after the name of the speaker whose transcribed
speech immediately follows; compare the colon in western text
In ordered lists, after the ordinal symbol (such as a letter or number),
separating it from the text of the item; compare the colon, period, or right
parenthesis in western text
Many other functions of the colon in western text

: question mark

::: paragraph separator
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Unicode[edit]

Ethiopic has been assigned Unicode 3.0 codepoints between U+1200 and U+137F
(decimal 4608-4991), containing the consonantal letters for Ge'ez, Amharic and
Tigrinya, punctuation and numerals. Additionally, in Unicode 4.1, there is the
supplement range from U+1380 to U+139F (decimal 4992-5023) containing letters for

Sebat Bet and tonal marks, and the extended range between U+2D80 and U+2DDF
(decimal 11648—-11743) containing letters needed for writing Sebat Bet, Me’en and
Bilen. Finally in Unicode 6.0, there is the extended-A range from U+ABOO to U+AB2F
(decimal 43776—43823) containing letters for Gamo-Gofa-Dawro, Basketo and

Gumuz.
Ethiopic1112]
Official Unicode Consortium code chart (PDF)

0 |1 |2 |3]|4 |51|6]|7 |8 |9 |A|B |C |D|E |F
U+120x |U |- [Y |7 [ U (U |V | [ [N (A [0 [& |0 |
U+121x [ch [ [ | [ [ch | b | [0 |00-| 09 |09 (09 g0 | qO | 0]
Ust22x (W u- (U (U o w1 L 1L (b |6 L |C|C |
U+123x | | [ (A [ [0 (o | |[ | [ |d (% |7 |7 |
U+124x | |k [ [P (B [P | P |P |B PR (B P
U+125x (& |& | | |8 (D | P B BB B
U+126x [N | (M (A [ [N [N |0 [ | ([ |a (% |4 |0 |
U+t27x |+ |+ [t [+ [t [+ |+ |& |F T |F |F |7 |F |T
U+128x |44 [+ |1 [F |% |4 [T|T | L e e T e
U+t29x |0 |r (L |9 [y [0 (T2 [T |TF T [T |T |F |@
U+12Ax |h kb |h |A | |A |A A [0 |+ [0 [N | |h (D [N
U+12Bx | e | n ([ ™| | [ |D
U+12Cx | T T || B | T @ o PP |oP|?P
U+12Dx |0 [0 |G |G |& [0 |29 H (H |H [H (K [H|H [H
U+12Ex [H | H |H | H[H [FT|H[H [ |% [ (S |% | [T |¥
UH12Fx | (% | |3 | % (S |2 |2 |2 (% (% [& % |& |2 |4
U+130x | € % |5 |3 (&% (& |B (& (7 |7 |2 |0 (32 (7|7 |2
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U+131x | 7° 32| T 7\ \7T |3 |% |7 |7 |2
U+132x | m | mr| mu| M| me| T | M| TL| 60y | 685 | 6RL | BL | 6bbe | 6T | BV | 68,
U133 [& [ & |& |G |& |& |2 [& |R [& |A [% |& [& |2 |4
U+134x |0 |6 |2 |9 |@ |6 |8 |P |& |6 | |& |b |& |6 | &
U+185x | T |F |T |T|T [T |7 |T |0 || O |0
U+136x b |e |C |0 E |2 |2
U+137x |Z (b |I |A |0 |¥% |7 |[Z | |T |3 |% |
Notes

1.2 As of Unicode version 13.0

2. Grey areas indicate non-assigned code points

Ethiopic Supplement1[2]
Official Unicode Consortium code chart (PDF)

o (1 |2 |3 |4 |5|6|7 |8 |9 |A|B |C|D|E|F

U+138x |00 | 0% | 03 | G0= | (o | (1 [ (L |4l | & | & |4 | || R || T

U+139x | . v 5 : n ) J

Notes

1.2 As of Unicode version 13.0
2.7 Grey areas indicate non-assigned code points

Ethiopic Extended!1l[2]
Official Unicode Consortium code chart (PDF)

o |1 |21|3|4|5 |6 |7|8 |9 |A |[B |C |D |E |F
U+2D8x | e |0 (-C |0 [ | | F (F|T (& | |H [ |2 |& |
U+2D9x |8 [ & |7 [P | |3 | 7~
U+2DAx |41 |4 [AL |4 [ |11 |17 F|E | |F |F [T |F
U+2DBx | H [ |3 [ |30 | 5 |7 CEL | 6BG | GEL | €FL | 6Bk | CEb | LB
U+2DCx [ | | |P (B [P |& i |A (0 |’k |[f |A
U+2DDx | | T | T[T | T i /2NN AR v I I I B A
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Notes

1.2 As of Unicode version 13.0
2.M Grey areas indicate non-assigned code points

Ethiopic Extended-Al1l[2]
Official Unicode Consortium code chart (PDF)

o |1 |2 (3 (4 |5 |6 |(7|8]|9 |A|B|C|D|E|F

U+ABOx i [A |A |[A (A [A Sl |&|%|&| 2
U+AB1x H |H [H [ [H |H

0]
Xl
Xl
)
|
%)
)

U+AB2x | éo. | 686 | 6EL | 68Y | 6o | 680 | é8v

Notes

1.2 As of Unicode version 13.0
2.7 Grey areas indicate non-assigned code points

See also[edit]

¢ Ancient South Arabian script

e History of the alphabet
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