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Odia
[
Type Abugida
Languages QOdia, Sanskrit, Kui, Santali, Ho, Chhattisgarhi
Time period c. 1060—present
Parent systems Proto-Sinaitic scriptl@l

Phoenician alphabetl@!

Aramaic alphabetl@l

o

Brahmi script

Kalinga alphabet

o| Odia
Direction Left-to-right
1ISO 15924 Orya, 327
Unicode alias Oriya
Unicode range U+0B00-U+0B7F

[a] The Semitic origin of the Brahmic scripts is not universally agreed upon.

This article contains |PA phonetic symbols. Without proper rendering_support, you may see question marks, boxes, or other

symbols instead of Unicode characters. For an introductory guide on IPA symbols, see Help:IPA.

This article is part of a series on

Odisha

Governance

Governors

Chief Ministers

Legislative Assembly

Political parties

High Court

Police

Topics
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Arts
Cinema
Cuisine

Culture
Odia Hindu wedding

Economy
Education
Elections
Festivals

Flora and fauna

T

ighest point

History
Historic sites

Maritime history.
Rulers

Language
script

Act
Literature
Morphology,

Sambalpuri

People
Tribes

Odissi (dance)

QOdissi music
Politics
Sports

Tourism

Gl Products

Berhampur Patta
Bomkai Sari

Dhalapathar Parda & Fabrics

Ganjam Kewda Flower
Ganjam Kewda Rooh
Gopalpur Tussar Fabrics

Habaspuri Saree & Fabrics

Khandua

Konark stone carving
Kotpad Handloom fabrics
Odisha lkat

Pattachitra
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Sambalpuri saree

Districts
Divisions

Angul

Balangi

Balasore
Bargarh
Bhadrak
Boudh
Cuttack
Debagarh
Dhenkanal
Gajapati

Ganjam

—

Jagatsinghpur
Jharsuguda
Jajpur
Kalahandi

Kandhamal

Kendrapara

Kendujhar
Khordha
Koraput
Malkangiri
Mayurbhanj

Nabrangpur

Subarnapur

Sundergarh

Brahmic scripts

The Brahmic script and its descendants

Northern Brahmic[show]
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Southern Brahmic[show]
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The Odia script (Odia: @2l @F; also known as the Oriya script) is a Brahmic script used to write the Odia language.

History[edit]

Kharabela's inscription in Kalinga script and Odia language at Hatigumpha, Khandagiri, Bhubaneswar

The Odia script is developed from the Kalinga alphabet, one of the many descendants of the Brahmi script of ancient India.[!l The
earliest known inscription in the Odia language, in the Kalinga script, dates from 1051.
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Sample of the Odia alphabet from a Buddhist text from around 1060 AD, written by Sarahapada

The script in the Edicts of Ashoka at Dhauli and Jaugada and the Minor Inscriptions of Kharavela in the Udayagiri and Khandagiri

Caves give the first glimpse of possible origin of the Odia language. From a linguistic perspective, the Hati Gumpha inscriptions are

similar to modern Odia and essentially different from the language of the Ashokan edicts. The question has also been raised as to
whether Pali was the prevalent language in Odisha during this period. The Hati Gumpha inscriptions, which are in Pali, are perhaps

the only evidence of stone inscriptions in Pali. This may be the reason why the famous German linguist Professor Oldenburg

mentioned that Pali was the original language of Odisha.[¢!

There are noticeable similarities between the Odia and Thai alphabets, which provides clues about the Sadhabas, Kalinga traders
who traveled to South East Asian countries and ruled there, leaving evidence of the Odia script on the Thai script, along with a

cultural impact.[21l4]

The curved appearance of the Odia script is a result of the practice of writing on palm leaves, which have a tendency to tear if you

use too many straight lines.!2!

QOdia is a syllabic alphabet or an abugida wherein all consonants have an inherent vowel embedded within. Diacritics (which can

appear above, below, before, or after the consonant they belong to) are used to change the form of the inherent vowel. When
vowels appear at the beginning of a syllable, they are written as independent letters. Also, when certain consonants occur together,

special conjunct symbols are used to combine the essential parts of each consonant symbol.

Overwhelmingly, the Odia script was used to write the Odia language. However, it has been used as a regional writing-system for

Sanskrit. Furthermore, Griersonl€! in his famed Linguistic Survey of India mentioned that the Odia script is sometimes used for
Chhattisgarhi, an Eastern Hindi language, in the eastern border regions of Chhattisgarh. However it appears to have been replaced

with the Devanagari script.
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Development of Odia scripts

NDIS PSS o
& ssnse DEVELOPMENT o'r Alnglru'r‘_r:umrnkg Sz |
‘-‘ Mm o0 mba MO rcot e
15 ) Y Y 2o e ST T T T Tes oo e e o ke -
oo P ol T .1.........
18 & ==[5]
L 5 i1
L1 [} HE i) i b L £ 31 {~[3) H1gE JEd
|9l 3 ol EEN 2
i 3] 2|35 6]

Development of ancient numerals in Odia

Alphabet[edit]

The names of the letters and numericals in spoken Standard Modern Odia

>

S

Problems playing this file? See media help.

All characters[edit]

orRINY§VIM
YUQaaaaqasswdasdage ad)

RHCUR02@eBC0QR(Q)0(Q)ERAURITAQAIQARAAILR I S @ [QUBA @d)]

@ (@ @'q 6@l6d QORI A @ARRIAC! AIF)
3 260 @4 29l 66608@ da 6MEQ JIR QUL FAULINI
Independent vowels[edit]

The vowels "@" ("i"), "&" ("1"), "@" ("u") and "&" ("0") are pronounced same as most long sounds are pronounced in the same way as

short vowel sounds.

Letter | Diacritic | ISO notation
2 n/a a
2l a
Q w3 i

Q 1 T
2] ) u
@ o v}
2 3 [
5} o T

8 o |

& !
9 61 e
g 67 ai
<} 6 o}
a 6 au

When a vowel follows a consonant, it is written with a diacritic rather than as a separate letter.
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Consonants[edit]

Two categories of consonant letters (eci@@ byanjana) are defined in Odia: the structured consonants and the unstructured
consonants.

Structured consonants[edit]

The structured consonants are classified according to where the tongue touches the palate of the mouth and are classified

accordingly into five structured groups. These consonants are shown here with their IAST transcriptions.[2eeds [PA]

voiceless | voiceless aspirate | voiced | voiced aspirate | nasal

Velars | @ (ka) & (kha) &l (ga) | @ (gha) @ (na)

Palatals | e (ca) 2 (cha) @ (ja) | < (jha) 8 (fa)
Retroflex | ¢ (ta) o (tha) @ (da) | @ (dha) & (na)
Dentals | (ta) 2 (tha) @ (da) | & (dha) @ (na)
Labials | (pa) @ (pha) @ (ba) | @ (bha) 7 (ma)

Unstructured consonants[edit]

The unstructured consonants are consonants that do not fall into any of the above structures:

& (ja), @ (ra), @ (la), g (wa), & ($a), @ (sa), a (sa), @ (ha), & (ksha). & (ya). @ (la),
Dependent vowels[edit]

As in other abugida scripts, Odia consonant letters have an inherent vowel. It is transliterated as (a), phonetic value [9]. Its absence
is marked by a halanta (virama):

@=ka, Q=k.

For the other vowels diacritics are used:

@ |& |& @3 @

ka |ka |kam |kah [k

(ko] | [k3] | [kon] | [koh] | [K]

(Note: In many Odia fonts the vowels e, ai, 0, au do not display properly; these are given workarounds in parentheses below.)

Q@ |« |8 |« |9 |9 |9 9 QR |@ 6@ 6@ 6@l &al
(6u:@) | (6::@) | (6::@1) | (6::l)

ka |ka |ki |ki |ku |ko |kr |ki |kl |KI |ke |kai |ko |[kau

[ko] | [ka:] | [Ki] | [kiz] | [ku] | [kuz] | [kru] | [krus] | [klu] | [kluz] | [ke:] | [koi]l |[ko] | [kou]

Vowel diacritics may be more or less fused with the consonants, though in modern printing such ligatures have become less

common.

dlalelalealal 9| d| 6 |d

ala|i|1|u|lu|r|e|a| o | au
Qk (@R[ Q|Q|Q|Q|6e|6d|6cal|cal
Gikh | o [l | |en|¢|e|e|ed]|ed]|ed|cal
Qg |e|en|@|en|e|e|e|6e|ed|esn]|edl
Qgh |Q|Q|@ | |q|q|q|ea|ed|eal|ed
Gn |@|Q|C|&N|(Q|Q| Q|6 |6F| 6| e
Qc |9[6|9|e1[Q[Q|Q|69|6S] 66} |60l
Qch 8| g (8|81 (8|8 |8 62| 6g|cg|cal
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Qj |e|lee|a|Q|q|Q|6e|6a|eal|6al
Qjh |Q|Q|@|a1[Q|Q|Q|6S|6q|6al|edl
81 |8 |8 |8 |8 |8 |8 |8 c8|cE| c8l|csl
Qt |e|el|@|e|Q|q|e|6e|6d]|6al]|eal
Qth [O0|0I0|01Q[Q|Q|60|65 |60l | 6Ol
Qd |G|Q|e|9|Q|Q|Q|6o|6d |60l 6al
Qdh |@[Q|Q|[Q|Q|Q|6@|6d]|6al| 6l
Qn |@|&n|&|an|g|¢|¢]|eeé|ed|eal| el
ot |0|01]6|a|Q(Q|q|6e|6d|6al| 6ol
eith |a|an|a|enfele|e|eaed|een|eel
Qd |Q@|Q|@|Q|Q|Q|Q]|6a|6d]|6al|cal
Mdh [ (U] Y| eu|6d| e |6l
Qn [@|Qe|a|Q|Q|Q|6x|6d|6ql|6al
dp |a|a|@|am|qg|9g|q|ea|ed|ea |ed
Cph || DT E| || 6er |6 | 6er | el
Qb |@|Q|9| @ [Q|Q|Q|6e|6F|6al|6ql
Qbh |Q(Q|Q|Q[Q|Q|Q|6@ |66l | 6q |6
Am [a|a|@|em|[¢g|q|q|ea|ed|ean|edl
Ay |a|la|8|m|g|9|g|ea|ed]|eal|ed
Qy |ala|d|a| q|q| g ea|ed|ea|ed
Qr |Q|Q|e|Q[Q[Q|Q|sa|6a|a |6al
RlI RARA[Q|Q[Q|R|6R|6Q | eal
QL Q||| M[Q|Q|Q|6R|6m|6al|eql
Qs [€|an|&|en|g|e|e|6s|6d|esl|eel
s |S|a|8|en|g|g|g|6a|ed]|es| el
ds |Q|a|a|a|9[9]|9g|6a|ed|ea |ed
Qh |Q|Q|2|2|9|Q|9|62|6F|6al|eql

Consonant ligatures[edit]

Clusters of two or more consonants form a ligature. Basically Odia has two types of such consonant ligatures. The "northern" type
is formed by fusion of two or more consonants as in northern scripts like Devanagari (but to a lesser extent also in the Malayalam
script in the south). In some instances the components can be easily identified, but sometimes completely new glyphs are formed.
With the "southern" type the second component is reduced in size and put under the first as in the southern scripts used for
Kannada and Telugu (and to some extent also for Malayalam script). The following table lists all conjunct forms. (Different fonts may
use different ligatures.)

@60 | QA |@(e|f|a|(@| 8 |6(0|@|e|d|e|2d|@|d|@(d|F|@|@|a@|f|lad| &8 Qe G |a|d|[d|Q

@2 (2|T|2(2|2|T (2 |V T2 |22 |2||T|R ||| D|Q(F||@W|Q|R(B(WC|2||T|D
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| | | 6| | | | w| m| w| 0| | | @ | | oo| | | | &| | | | | | | O @l & | & | 7| | 6o
| | | 6| | | | we| wme| G ol | | W| | | oo | | | )| | | G| | W| &F| | & &F| | & o | G
228|828« |B|B|2|8|8|2|B|8 3|23 |2|B|&|2|2|8|2|8|3|w|C|2|3%|2]|8|8|2
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F| oo| | & | o | | w| w| w| | | | | | F| oz| | &| F| F| | G| G| T| F| F| B | | F| | & | o=
| o¢| F| 6 G| o | G| | ms| s | O5| G| | @ | & F| e | F| G| | &F| G| @G| G| oF| F| F| G G| &| oF| &F| & oF | Gw
S G G ® G @ G [ 53] L e} ® (€] © ) S G Bl G o] & © ¢4 G & 2} ] G € & o & 2] o €]

Special forms[edit]

(y» and (r) as components of a ligature are given a special treatment. As last member they become 1 and = respectively:

] gra, Q dra, Q ndra, { pra, ¢] mra, @4 jya, @ tya, @4 bya
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(r) as first member of a ligature becomes

<

(called Repha as in other Indic scripts) and is shifted to the end of the ligature:
< < < _ < =< .
@ rka, & rksa, @l rddha, @Y rdvya, & rsi

Ambiguities[edit]

The Odia alphabet exhibits quite a few ambiguities which add to the difficulties beginners encounter in learning it.

Some of the letters of the script may easily be confounded. In order to reduce ambiguities a small oblique stroke is added at the
lower right end as a diacritic. It resembles Halanta (Virama) but it is joined to the letter, whereas Halanta is not joined. When the
consonant forms a vowel ligature by which the lower right end is affected, this stroke is shifted to another position. This applies also
to consonant ligatures bearing the stroke (see table of consonant ligatures).

Q| |9|Q|qQ|qd| PRIV X| Q@ |4 |«

da|u calra|ra|m lajla|la |l bha | bha | bhi

Some of the subjoined consonants, some other ligature components, and variants of vowel diacritics have changing functions:

Open top consonants get a subjoined variant of the vowel diacritic for (i) as in

@ khi, & thi, ¥ dhi, & fici
This same little hook is used in some consonant ligatures to denote (t) as first component:

@ tka, & ttha, @ tna, Q tpa, @ tma, { tsa

The subjoined form of {ch) is also used for subjoined (th):
@ ccha, g nicha, @ ntha, ¢ Scha, & stha
The subjoined form of (bh) serves also as a diacritic for different purposes:
¥ mbha, £ ya (versus & ya), ©] ca (versus ©l ga), @ @ (versus @ u), Q r (versus Q r)
The subjoined forms of (1) and (tu) are almost identical:
& sna, Q ksna, ¢ nna, @ ntu, ¢ stu, ¢ hna
The sign for the nasal (m) may be used as a diacritic too:

¢F pha (versus 9 pa), @ na (versus @ da and @ u), ¥ mpha (versus ¢ mpa)

Numerals[edit]

ofefofenfx|(s|o|2|r|(C|/ | [/ [I |4 |U

0(1|2(3|4(5|6|7(8[9|V. |%|¥Y |%|Y2|%

16 16

Comparison of Odia script with its neighbours[edit]

Many Odia signs with round shapes suggests a closer relation to the southern neighbor Telugu than to the other neighbors Bengali
in the north and Devanagari in the west and north. The reason for the round shapes in Odia and Telugu (and also in Kannada and

Malayalam) is the former method of writing using a stylus to scratch the signs into a palm leaf. These tools do not allow for
horizontal strokes because that would damage the leaf.

Odia letters are mostly round shaped whereas in Devanagari and Bengali have horizontal lines. So in most cases the reader of
Odia will find the distinctive parts of a letter only below the hoop.

Vowel signs[edit]

Oriya alaleele|lala|a(d| 6
Devanagari |31 |an |3 |3 |3 [T | ®= || Q|30 3f
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Bengali J|AM|Z|H|T|G| 4|4 8| a
Telugu v v ||| |w|lw|d|2|0|T
Translit. ala|i|T|u|llG|Trr |e|a|o]au

Consonant signs[edit]
Oriya Qla|a|alele|e|e(e|8|c|O|e|@ |4
Devanagari | | ¥ | T | ¥ |§ |9 | |F|F |A|T| T || T |7
Bengali T 4 || 9|85 | 2 || A|B®[G|3 |G| TG |
Telugu Sl o | Al Dl |S| S|z &8 [¢] & |
Translit. ka | kha | ga|gha|na|ca|cha|ja|jha|fa|ta|tha|da|dha|na
Oriya elalelulelala|e|a@lalalale|ele
Devanagari |9 | 9 | | ¥ | F |9 | & | F| ¥ | |7 |dA|=3| 9
Bengali sl |w| g |F|A|F|I|®| T |7 |F/4F4T g
Telugu S| S| S| ¢ | S|3] || ¥ | D|w|s|lo|&F]S
Translit. ta | tha |da | dha|na|pa|pha|ba|bha|ma|ya|ra|la|fla|va
Oriya gle|gale
Devanagari | 91 | ¥ |H | ®
Bengali T ¥ (A%
Telugu I3
Translit. $a | sa|sa|ha

Vowel diacritics[edit]
Oriya ala|ad|a|q|q|qlealed| ecaled
Devanagari | o | =1 (fa|sh | g | g | g | & | & | =@ | =@
Bengali gl lw|R|[QA| g g |g|@|&@]|c@|
Telugu DI W W[y W W]V
Translit. gha | gha | ghi | ghi | ghu | ght | ghr | ghe | ghai | gho | ghau

Burmese, Khmer and Thai, but it differs clearly from Devanagari, Gujarati, Gurmukhi, Kannada, Telugu and Tibetan.

Unicode[edit]

QOdia script was added to the Unicode Standard in October 1991 with the release of version 1.0.

The Unicode block for Odia is U+0B00-U+0B7F:

Oriyallli2]
Official Unicode Consortium code chart (PDF)

0|1|2|3 |4|5|6|7 [8 |9|A|B |C |D|E|F

U+0BOx e | os dla|le |a|alala |8 g

U+0B1x | @ 3 |d|la|la|a |a |e|le|e |@ |c|8 |

U+OB2x |o [e|e |a |e|a |e | [ gl (e [@|a]4a

U+0B3x | @ @@ @ || [g |@ o |
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1.7 As of Unicode version 13.0

2.7 Grey areas indicate non-assigned code points
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1. 7 Ancient Scripts
See also[edit]
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